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Linear Description 

Challenges for users 

 

     Inge Workel 

      Oldenburger Pferdezuchtverband 

e.V. 
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Practical use 
   

Evaluation of  conformation and performance 

traits is done at: 

 

• Foal shows 

• Studbook registrations 

• Mare performance tests 

• (pre-)Licensings for stallions 

Development 
   

Start with 120 traits in 2011, 

with only registering deviations from the average! 

 

 

Testing phase at official breeding events 

↓ 

Increasing of  no. of  traits to 160 in 2012 
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General remarks  
   

- Registration of 

 characteristic traits 

 only! 

 

- Don‘t focus on the traits 

 

- Focus on the horse 

General remarks  
   

- Left is not – negative/undesired 

- Right is not + positive/desired 
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Training of  judges 
   

- Trait definition: 

1. Know what traits are available 

2. Know what‘s meant with which 

trait 

3. Have a well schooled judge-eye 

4. Train the repeatability  

5. Favorite traits, try to be 

objective 

 

 

Data collection 
   

- Keep the population average (0) 

in mind 

 

- Difference between jumping 

and dressage horses? 
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Tablet handling 
   

- Self service by the judge: 

+ Known what‘s documented 

+ No bias 

- Stressfull to judge, comment, 

type and write 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tablet handling 
   

- Use of assistants: 

+ Judge can concentrate on the 

horse 

+ No tablet knowledge needed for 

the judge 

- Bias, documentation gaps 

- Requires more, qualified staff   
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Tablet handling 
   

- Assistant has to: 

- Be able to judge a horse as well 

- Know all the traits and where 

to find on the tablet 

- Be able to transfer the judges 

„language“ to LD 

- Ask to confirm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 When linear discription? 
   

- Circumstances should be 

similar 

- Difficult to collect data on 

yard inspections: 

- Only one judge (pressure) 

- No ideal showing conditions 

- Circumstances differ a lot from 

yard to yard 
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When linear discription? 
   

- Circumstances should be 

similar 

- Difficult to collect data on 

yard inspections: 

- ... 

- Age/showing condition of the 

horse? 

Data publication 
   

- Now: only to breeder (foals, 

mares) 

- Open Database? 

 

- Publish stallion data? 
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Thank you! 
 

 

Oldenburger Pferde Zentrum Vechta 


